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Officers


Phone Numbers / Email Address

Conrad Wieloch III------------------------- Monarch
412-580-5222 - conrad.w49@yahoo.com
Thomas Newland----------------------- Chief Justice
412-979-6668 - twnewland@hotmail.com
Richard Hopkins ---------------Master of Ceremonies 
412-961-2510 - rh1.hopkins@verizon.net
Robert Lingenfelser-------------------------Treasurer
412-496-7747 - boblingenfelser@yahoo.com
Michael Tomascin, PM---------------------Secretary
412-276-3938 - mjttjti@comcast.net
Edward Hanke -------------------Venerable Prophet
724-591-8831 - hanke42@hotmail.com
Kyle Golik ------------------------------------------- Orator
724- 351-2585- kylegolik@gmail.com
Appointed Officers 2021:

Jeramey Wieloch PM-----------------------Marshal
Conrad Wieloch Jr. PM-------------------- Sentinel

George W. Dering -----------Captain of the Guard 
Richard Phillips------------------------------Steward

David G. Rasch PM------------------------Chaplain     All Past Monarchs-------------------------- Advisors

Trustees 

Purple Tassels




Red Tassels 

Robert Lorenz Jr. PM  2021



 
Richard Phillips  2021
William Woods PM  2022 





Theodore Bergfelt 2022

David Rasch PM 2023

Trustee Emeritus:  Theodore Colcombe PM 

Committees 2021:

Membership ---------------------- B. Scott Allen PM  
   Enchanted Lantern ---- Conrad Wieloch Jr. PM       Suspension ----------------------David G. Rasch PM      Dr. of Smiles ------------ Robert Lorenz Jr., PM 
Special Olympics ---------- Robert Lorenz Jr., PM       Director Ceremonial Crew  ---- Edward Hanke
Rep to MFS --------------------- George Gittins PM
  Alt Rep to MFS---------- Jeramey Wieloch PM
Islam Grotto Historian ------- David G. Rasch PM       

 _________________________________________________________________________________

Monarch – Conrad Wieloch III
Prophets:
Summer is chugging along and I hope you all get your vacations and sunshine in before it’s to late! Over the summer we have had some great fellowship in the form of prophets night and the Fourth of July picnic. They were great events and I want to thank all those in attendance. 
September will mark the start of the first meeting since the summer break and I hope to see you all there. Don’t defer about August’s prophets night it’s sure to be fun. See you all around the realm!
Sincerely, Monarch Conrad J Wieloch III
__________________________________________________________________________________________

Secretary’s Message:


I want to thank everyone for the support given to me on my journey to be Grand Monarch. I cannot believe that in 2022 if elected I will be Grand Monarch. Tammy and I continue to travel around the realm. We never forget our own events at Islam Grotto. 


Congratulations to our new Grand Venerable Prophet Robert Lorenz Jr. PM and Lady Theresa, have a great year and safe travels.


Congratulations to George Gittins PM Jr. Past President of the OGA for a Great Convention. If you missed it it was a Great Time.


Just to let everyone know the Grottoes are still growing. As of now I know of three new Grottoes. Lier Grotto in Long Island New York, Xibalba Grotto in El Salvador and Nox Lux Grotto in Texas, Stay tuned for other new Grottoes.

           We will have nomination of officers at our November Stated Meeting.  We will be looking for a Orator, Three Year Purple Trustee, Three Year Red Tassel Trustee and a Secretary.

The 2021 dues are now due. The dues card color is blue this year. Please pay if you have not paid and If you have already paid Thank You. If you are having troubles paying your dues please contact me.
Still Missing Prophets: If you know of a new address for the following Prophets, please let me know Edward Switalski Jr., Robert Balent, Paul Bartek, Fred Lowstetter and Richard Trimble
Safe travels and stay safe to all 
Michael J. Tomascin PM – Secretary and Deputy Grand Monarch
______________________________________________________________________________________________________
******** Stated Meeting for September and October 2021 ********

Stated Meetings of Islam Grotto will be held in the Islam Grotto Room at the Greater Pittsburgh Masonic Center, 3579 Masonic Way, Pittsburgh Pa. 15237 on

Thursday, September 16, 2021 at 7:30 PM 

Thursday, October 21, 2021 at 7:30 PM 
Dinner will be served before the stated meeting at 6:15pm.

____________________________________________________________________________________________
Mark Your Calendars:
See the calendar for a schedule of events.
The Fall Ceremonial will be October 2, 2021. Get those petitions in!
The PGA Fall Meeting will be October 15-17 in Honeybrook Pa. Host Grotto Beer Sheeba
There will be a Bingo for a fund raiser for the convention on December 31. 
David G. Rasch PM – Islam Grotto Historian Message:


When is the last time you looked at our Grotto banner also known the standard in the Grotto room? Like most things in Masonry there is a specific regulation regarding its appearance and Grotto is no exception.

According to the Grotto ritual book, “The standard should be black with gold fringe, the center field white, and upon it the Prophet’s head with silver veil, through which the features are faintly discernable. The name of the Grotto and the letters “M. O. V. P. E. R” should be in gold, above the white field, and below, the name “Mokanna” in Persian characters.”  Persian characters are to be read from right to left.
So, the next time you are at Grotto, take a good look at our banner.

________________________________________________________________________________________
Bob Lorenz Jr. PM Grand Venerable Prophet Message:

Hello Prophets,

Summer has been busy and cannot believe it is almost over.

I want to say Thank you, for your continued support as I continue my journey up the Grand Line.


Congratulations to our new DGM Mike Tomascin and Lady Tammy, have a great year and safe travels.


Lady Theresa and I had a wonderful time at Supreme Council in Orlando. We were able to see old friends and even make some new ones. Thank you to PGM Tali Atala and Lady Angie for a great year and week of fun and fellowship.


Travel, travel and more travel. I attended the 7 Act Ceremonial at O-Ton-Ta-La Grotto in Toledo, Ohio, it was good to see and meet so many new Prophets.  OGA came next here in Pittsburgh. Congratulations to PP George Gittens and Lady Sue for the fun and fellowship this weekend. Next stop was Aut Mori for their 100th Anniversary of their Grotto, congratulations.  What a good time had by all. Erepa Grotto also congratulations on your 100th Anniversary, we had a good time with all of them.


September and October travels include Old Dominion Grotto Association, ESGA and our own PGA meetings. If you would like to travel with us, please feel free to come along and meet the Prophets from around the realm. 


Home Grotto first. Looking forward to our own ceremonial in October and then the Monarch Ball in November. 

Have a safe and healthy rest of your summer. 

Yours in good fellowship, 

Bob Lorenz, Jr ,PM - Grand Venerable Prophet

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________
Living Past Monarchs of Islam Grotto

	1977 Richard Hoff

1979 Arthur Smaltz

1985 Tommy Lee **
1991 Jim Deller


1995 Ray Rietzel


1996 Ted Colcombe


1999 Eugene Martucci

2000 Robert Metsger *

2001 James Metsger *

2002 Richard Roell

2003 Edward Foster
2004 Max Pokorski


2005 Robert Lorenz Jr.
	2006 Lenny Kolodziek

2007 Michael Tomascin

2009 William Woods

2010 Ron Davidson

2012 Ron Troy

2013/2014 David Rasch

2015 George Gittins

2016 Robert Lorenz III

2017 Jeramey Wieloch
2018 Conrad Wieloch Jr.

2019 Michael Karkalla

2020 Scott Allen


Suspended *      Demitted **  ______________________________________________________________________________
Schedule of Events for 2021 / 2022
	August

27 – Prophets Night – 
     Cooking Rich Hopkins
September

16 - Association Meeting 6:30pm 

16 - Stated Meeting 7:30pm – 
     Cooking Ed Hanke

24 – Prophets Night –
     Cooking Chili Cookoff – Prophets All

October

01 – Rehearsal Fall Ceremonial 7pm

     Auditorium
02 – Fall Ceremonial 11:00am – 3:00pm

     (Auditorium and Grotto Room)

15-17 PGA Fall Meeting in Honeybrook Pa. 
21 - Association Meeting 6:30 0pm 

21 - Stated Meeting 7:30pm– 
     Cooking Tom Newland

29 – Prophets Night –
     Cooking Purple Tassels

     Bob Lorenz Jr. PM - Octoberfest

	November

18 - Association Meeting 6:30pm 

18 - Stated Meeting 7:30pm – 
     Cooking Monarch Conrad Wieloch III

20 – Monarchs Ball 5pm

26 – Prophets Night –
     Cooking Rich Hopkins
December

16 - Association Meeting 6:30pm 

16 - Stated Meeting 7:30pm– 
     Cooking Ed Hanke

17 – Wrap Presents 7pm

18 - Children’s Christmas Party 1pm-3pm

31 – No Prophets Night but there will be a

     Bingo fund raiser.  – Happy New Year!
January 2022

14 – Rehearsal for Installation

15 - Installation of Officers

20 - Association Meeting 6:30pm 

20 - Stated Meeting 7:30pm– 
     Cooking ??????


	
	November

10-  Monarchs Ball –

    Banquet Room – 5:00pm - ????

15 - Association Meeting 7:00pm 

15 – Stated Meeting –

     cooking Scott Allen

28 – Grotto Ladies Meeting 6pm – 9pm

30 – Prophets Night –

     cooking Past Monarch     
December

15 -  Children’s Christmas Party –

      Ball Room – 1:00pm – 3:00pm

20 - Association Meeting 7:00pm 

20 – Stated Meeting –

     cooking Conrad Wieloch Jr.

26 – Grotto Ladies Meeting 6pm – 9pm

28 – No Prophets Night –

     Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year




______________________________________________________________________________
